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to be particularly cautious, when he recollected that
the spies of ministers had been the authors, instuni-
tors, publishers, and circulators, of the most gross
and inflammatory compositions, in order to fix the

imputation of guilt upon others. Mr. Sheridan
said, that he thought, in the whole conduct *;f minis-
ters, he perceived a design to repress: the feelings
of irritation and indignation in the public mind, as-

not resulting from their own pernicious measures,
or the misfortunes iu which they had plunged the

country, but as directed against a person,  who by
the principles of the constitution cannot err.    They
wished to point at that quarter, in order to screen
themselves from those feelings of indignation, which
they were sensible they had  so justly merited.    In
this design they were favored in the nature of the war
in which we were engaged.    Other wars had been.
undertaken  for  objects   connected more  with   the
character, the commerce, and territory of the coun-
try : this was strictly a war of kings ; and under
this   idea,  the  minds of rash   and  ignorant  men,
smarting im^cr  their sufferings, might  be led to
mistake the proper objects of their resentment, and
to indulge a momentary irritation against the sove-
reign.    This  mistake  might the more readily be
cherished, as the only pretence for which the war
had been so long carried on, was from, an opinion
that seemed to prevail in the cabinet, that a great
nation could not have a trust-worthy government,
under which it could enjoy prosperity, or maintain
connections with other powers, unless it had a mo-
narch at its head.    Ministers  might congratulate
themselves upon  the  successes  of their artifices;
the outrage upon the sovereign, if it was not merely
accidental, was to them  a pledge of their security.
They had interposed the throne as a shield between
themselves and the effect of popular fury ; they em-
ployed  the  sceptre  as   a  conductor,  in order to
draw off from   their own heads the lightning1 of
the resentment of an injured nation.    Mr. She-